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METHOD: As part of a cohort study conducted between
10/2000 and 03/2001, GPs gave their patients two Pa-
tient Family Measurement (PFM) self-questionnaires for
himself and his spouse.
RESULTS: For the analysis, 357 patient questionnaires
and 316 spouse questionnaires were used. The rate of re-
turn of the spouse questionnaires (88%) was very satis-
factory. The quality of life (QOL) of the patient was mea-
sured by SF12. The results consisted of two scores:
mental (MCS-12), and physical (PCS-12). The norm ob-
served in the American population, and from which the
scores were standardized, was 50. In patients where the
QOL had deteriorated, all the scores were lower than this
norm, (PCS-12  46, MCS-12  47.2). This deteriora-
tion in the quality of life also applied to the spouse. (PCS-
12  44.4. MCS-12  45.9). For the PCS-12, the differ-
ence was significant.
CONCLUSION: The rate of return of the spouse question-
naires showed the interest and involvement of spouses in
their husband’s pathology. The deterioration in the quality
of life of the spouse highlighted the impact of the disease on
those around him. For both the patient and the spouse, the
quality of life deteriorated with the severity of the BPH.
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OBJECTIVES: To help physicians identify patients most
likely to have erectile dysfunction (ED), we studied the
relationship between ED and health-related correlates
among adult male patients using the Sexual Health In-
ventory for Men (SHIM), a validated five-item question-
naire assessing the presence and severity of ED. The cor-
relates included age, smoker/nonsmoker status, and medical
conditions: diabetes, depression, hypertension, any prostate
disease, and high cholesterol.
METHODS: A convenience sample of patients (N 
31,054) from more than 600 primary care and specialty
physician offices in the US completed the SHIM. ED cor-
responds to a SHIM score 21. Physicians or staff re-
corded medical variables. The risk assessment model for
ED was created using multiple logistic regression analysis
in a 50% random sample (n  15,491) and validated in
the remaining sample (n  15,563).
RESULTS: 61.2% of patients (mean age  53, range 18
to 101 years) had a SHIM score compatible with ED
(mean score 18.5 
 5.68, range from 5 to 25). Probabil-
ity of a SHIM score 21 increased with age (odds ratio
(OR)  1.07/year). Diabetes was the variable most
strongly correlated with a SHIM score compatible with
ED (OR  3.50), followed by depression (OR  2.43),
prostate disease (OR  2.08), hypertension (OR  1.64),
smoking (OR  1.57), and high cholesterol level (OR 
1.52). All ORs were significant (P  .05). The risk assess-
ment model (cutoff P  .5) had good sensitivity (82.2%) and
moderate specificity (59.2%). These statistics were repeat-
able and verified in the remaining half sample during model
validation. Age thresholds were calculated to determine the
patient age beyond which medical conditions increased the
likelihood of ED: diabetes  34 years old; depression  40;
prostate disease  42; hypertension  45; smoking  46;
high cholesterol  46; no medical condition  52.
CONCLUSIONS: Our risk-assessment model was strongly
correlated with a SHIM score compatible with ED. It pro-
vides a simple means of identifying patients likely to have
ED. This information can assist clinicians in questioning
patients and in making appropriate treatment decisions
based on risk factors.
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OBJECTIVE: To assess the cost-effectiveness of the
SPECTRON* hip prosthesis in comparison with the
Charnley for all diagnoses.
METHODS: A Markov model was employed to examine the
cost-effectiveness of the Spectron prosthesis relative to the
commonly used Charnley prosthesis. Revision rates were esti-
mated from patient-level data in the Swedish National Hip
Arthroplasty Register (1992–2000) assuming a constant haz-
ard function in the first instance. Other assumptions included:
a 1% risk of death during a THR procedure; a 4% annual
risk of re-revision following an initial revision; costs of a pri-
mary and revision THR (excluding prosthesis), respectively,
of £3,685 and £4,493 based on data from the Nuffield Or-
thopaedic Centre (NOC). Quality-adjustment weights were
taken from a patient level database at the NOC that mapped
patients into the EQ-5D health index both immediately be-
fore and at one year following hip replacement surgery.
RESULTS: From the Swedish Register, the risk of revision
with the Spectron was 0.38 (95% CI 0.22–0.66) relative to
the Charnley (employing a constant hazard assumption).
This lower revision risk resulted in the Spectron generating
more QALYs than the Charnley, with most of the Spec-
tron’s higher acquisition cost being offset by reduced long-
term costs. The incremental cost per QALY gained with the
Spectron ranged from £300 (95% CI £1000 to £3400) in
younger patients to £1300 (95% CI £600 to £6000) in
older patients. Fitting a more flexible form to the hazard
function that allows for both increasing and decreasing
risks of revision suggests that the Spectron could be both
cost saving and more effective than the Charnley.
CONCLUSION: The costs and QALY results from this
analysis indicate that the Spectron is a cost-effective use
of health-service resources. *‘SPECTRON’ is a trade-
mark of Smith & Nephew.
